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It is among the most picturesque and therefore best remembered episodes in
Scottish history that King Christian I of Denmark and Norway, unable to raise
the 60,000 florins of the Rhine which he had promised as the dowry of his
daughter, Margaret, on her marriage to James IJ, King of Scots, pledged his
lands and rights in Orkney for 50,000 florins in 1468 and his lands and rights in

  

  

  Shetland for a further 8,000 florins in the following year.’ But those transactions
were no more than incidents in a long process whereby the islands were gradually
transferred from Norwegian control and were stage by stage incorporated into
the Scottish kingdom. They did not in themselves mean an abrupt substitution of
Scottish rule and Scots law for Norwegian rule and Norse law.

Much had already happened before 1468-9 — in the first place in the inter-
national] scene. In 1266, by the Treaty of Perth, Norway ceded to Scotland the
Isle of Man, the Hebrides and all other islands on the west and south of the great
‘Haff or sea, in return for 4,000 merks in four annual instalments and 100 merks
yearly in perpetuity? — the ‘Annual of Norway’ which remained a Scottish
liability for two hundred years but which was seldom paid. Orkney and Shetland
were at that time expressly reserved to Norway, but, only fifteen years later, a

treaty arranging the marriage of Alexander JII’s daughter to King Erik of
Norway provided that, should the Norwegians not fulfil the terms, then Orkney
was to be ceded to Scotland: the possibility of a cession ofOrkney had thus been
envisaged two hundred years before 1468. Soon after the treaties of 1266 and
1281 Scotland was preoccupied with her relations with England, and — although
the Treaty ofPerth was confirmed by the Treaty of Inverness in 13124— relations
with Norway did not figure much in Scottish history again until Scotland
recovered stability after prolonged wars and periods ofweak administration. But
in 1426 the obligation to pay the Annual of Norway was reaffirmed.’ Then in
1460, when the possibility of a marriage of Princess Margaret of Denmark to
James II was first discussed, the Scots proposed that to make up her dowry the

 

  

                  

  
' The best text of the Orkney treaty, with translation, is in John Mooney, Charters and other Records

€ ofthe City and Royal Burgh ofKirkwall, 96-109. The text of the Shetland treaty is in Norges Gamle
Love, Anden Raekke (ed. O. A. Johnsen et al., Oslo, ii, no. 116, 1934), and Barbara E. Crawford,

at ‘The Pawning of Orkney and Shetland’, SHR, xlviii, 52-3.
se 2 APS, i, 420.
a 3 ibid., 423.
in 4 ibid., 461-2.

5 Diplomatarium Norvegicum, xx, 764-6.
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